
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left: Albert & Kathryn’s 
Wedding picture (in 
front) taken on Nov. 24, 
1927.  In back are Harry 
Kavanaugh and Isabell 
Sultzer, Best Man and 
Maid of Honor.  The 
picture on the Right was 
taken of Albert & 
Kathryn on the Kav-
anaugh Farm near 
Cannelburg.  
 

Above: Albert and Kathryn Family: 
Picture taken sometime in the early 
50’s. Shown here in front (L-R) Judy, 
Albert, Kathryn, Dottie, Back: Earl, 
Pat, Mary Jo, Kenny, John. 

Pictures on Left 
and right were 
taken at Albert/ 
Kathryn’s 50th 
Anniversary. 
 

         Kathryn                       Albert 
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Obituary for Albert Kavanaugh of Lawrenceville IL. 
Born: Oct. 12, 1902, Died: Nov. 3, 1981 
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Left: Pictured is the Tombstone for Albert & 
Kathryn “Meyer” Kavanaugh.  Albert was the 
son of John T. and Mary Lucy “O’Connor” 
Kavanaugh.  Albert & Kathryn are buried in 
the Lawrenceville City Cemetery in 
Lawrenceville, Illinois.  Albert & Kathryn had 
seven Children, John, Kenny, Mary Jo, Pat, 
Earl, Judy and Dottie who was a Nun (Sister 
Jeannine Kavanaugh). Albert and his sons 
owned and operated Emulations Inc. in 
Lawrenceville and it was a very successful 
business. The Grandsons now run the business. 

Birth: Jul. 17, 1936 - Death: May 1, 2006;  Lawrenceville, Lawrence County Illinois, USA 
  

Vincennes Sun-Commercial (IN) - May 2, 2006 
Deceased Name: EARL L. KAVANAUGH 

 

LAWRENCEVILLE, IL. - Earl L. Kavanaugh, 69, Lawrenceville, died at 7:02 a.m. Monday, May 1, 
2006, at Lawrence County Memorial Hospital.  He was owner and operator of the Emulsions, Inc. 
 

Survivors include his wife, Gay (Grout) Kavanaugh; three children, Alison Kincaid of Flat Rock, 
Peter Kavanaugh of Keller, Texas, and Susan Phillips of Keller; five grandchildren; two sisters, 
Sister Jeannine Kavanaugh of Order of Saint Benedict, Ferdinand and Judith Montgomery of 
Tuscon, Ariz.; and one brother, Kenneth Kavanaugh of Vero Beach, Fla.  
 

The funeral will be conducted at noon Wednesday at the Immaculate Conception Church in 
Bridgeport by the Rev. Marvin Volk.  Burial will be in the Lawrenceville City Cemetery.  Visitation 
will be from 10 a.m. to noon Wednesday at the church.  Memorial contributions may be made to 
Sign of the Kingdom Care Center in Sumner.  Arrangements were handled by Smith Funeral Home, 
1522 State St.  
  

Family links: 
Parents:  Albert John Kavanaugh (1902 - 1981)  Kathryn Marie Meyer Kavanaugh (1905 - 1988);  
Siblings: John R Kavanaugh (1928 - 1988); Mary Jo Kavanaugh Hasler (1931 - 1999);   Leroy 
Patrick Kavanaugh (1934 - 2004); Earl Louis Kavanaugh (1936 - 2006) 

Leroy Patrick 'Pat' Kavanaugh, Born: Aug. 30, 1934, Died Feb. 3, 2004 
 
LAWRENCEVILLE — Leroy Patrick "Pat" Kavanaugh, 69, died Tuesday, Feb. 3, 2004, at 
Lawrence County Memorial Hospital.  He was part owner of Emulsions Inc.  
 
Surviving are a daughter, Kim Bohlen; two sisters, Judy Montgomery and Sister Jeannine 
Kavanaugh; two brothers, Kenney and Earl; and a granddaughter. There will be no service or 
visitation at Emmons-Macey & Steffey Funeral Home. Memorial contributions may be made to 
Moose Heart.  
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Left: Pictured here is the tombstone for Earl 
Louis Kavanaugh who was married to Gay 
Groth. Earl was born on July 17, 1936 and died 
on May 1, 2006 just a week before his Uncle 
Harry Kavanaugh passed away.  Earl had three 
children, one by his first marriage and two by 
his second marriage.  He is buried in the 
Kavanaugh Family plot in the Lawrenceville, 
IL. City Cemetery.  Earl was the son of Albert 
& Kathryn Kavanaugh. 
 
Left: Pictured here is the tombstone for Mary 
Jo “Kavanaugh” Hassler who was married to 
Lloyd Hasler and who is still living.  Mary Jo 
was born on Nov. 15, 1931 and died on March 
17, 1999. Mary Jo and Lloyd had four children, 
Katie, Peggy, Mary Ellen and Stephen Lloyd.  
Mary Jo is buried in the Kavanaugh Family 
plot in the Lawrenceville, IL. City Cemetery.  
Mary Jo was the daughter of Albert & Kathryn 
Kavanaugh. 
 
Left: Pictured here is the tombstone for John 
Robert Kavanaugh who was married to Rita 
Laue. Rita is still living at this time. John was 
born on Oct. 5, 1928 and died on May 21, 
1988.  John and Rita had five children, Susan, 
Kevin, David and twins Lisa and Lori. He is 
buried in the Kavanaugh Family plot in the 
Lawrenceville, IL. City Cemetery.  John was the 
son of Albert & Kathryn Kavanaugh. 
 
Left: Pictured here is the tombstone for Leroy 
Patrick “Pat” Kavanaugh.  Pat was born on 
Aug. 30, 1934 and died on Feb. 3, 2004.  Pat 
had one daughter Kimberly. Pat was not 
married at the time of his passing.  He is buried 
in the Kavanaugh Family plot in the 
Lawrenceville, IL. City Cemetery.  Patrick was 
the son of Albert & Kathryn Kavanaugh. 
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Above: This Article gives details of the kidnapping and murder of Dottie Kavanaugh of 
Lawrenceville Illinois.  Dottie was the daughter of Kenny and Kay Kavanaugh a first cousin of 
Louis Kavanaugh Jr. of Montgomery.  Louis Jr.’s Dad (Louis Sr. of Cannelburg) and Kenny’s 
Dad (Albert of Lawrenceville) were brothers. Little Dottie was kidnaped on a Monday night and 
her body was not found until the next Sunday morning.  Hundreds came from miles around to 
search for the body.   Louis Jr. and his brother Mark spend Saturday July 1 on one of the search 
parties looking for the body of Dottie Kavanaugh.  The body was found on Sunday Morning July 
2. This was truly one of the greatest tragedies the Kavanaugh Families have ever faced.  There 
was a private burial service just for the family on that Monday afternoon at the Lawrenceville 
Cemetery and a public Funeral Mass followed at St. Lawrence Catholic Church at 5PM that 
evening.  The whole community mourned her loss.  The Kavanaugh Family was well known in the 
Lawrenceville area.   
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Shirley Kay Kavanaugh   
Born: Aug. 4, 1932, Died: Oct. 12, 2014 
 
 Vero Beach, FL; Shirley Kay Kavanaugh, 82, of Vero Beach, Florida peacefully 
passed away at home on Sunday, October 12, 2014. She is now holding the hand 
of her beloved daughter, Dotty. Shirley Kay's dynamic life began August 4, 1932, 
when she was born to Kathryn and Milo Brooke. Shirley Kay, who did not like to 
be called Shirley, would hate the fact that none of us knows exactly where she was 
born. We think it was Lawrenceville, IL. She was an only child who adored her 
loving grandparents, "Pap-Pap" and "BaBoo".  She cherished her years with 
them and has entertained all of us with many of her childhood stories. However, 

nothing compares to the hilarious memories of her marriage to the love of her life, Kenny, who was a 
dashing older man (okay, only two years older) who stole her heart and they married on October 7, 
1950. Shirley Kay was very proud to be the ONLY woman Kenny ever dated, while he has had to accept 
that she dated the entire football team as well as the band. Kenny and Kay shared 64 wonderful years 
together filled with so much laughter, joy, and some deep sorrow. As Shirley Kay stated recently, 
"Kenny, we had had a really good life, except for the horrible loss of our Dotty, we have been so 
blessed." What an amazing statement from a couple who shared such a tragedy. In 1972, eight year old 
Dorothy Kay was abducted and two weeks later Shirley Kay and Kenny buried their 4th born child. 
Because of this deep loss and their resolution to carry her memory with them, Kenny and Kay are known 
for passing out St. Dorothy medals to those who need special prayers. Shirley Kay leaves behind her 
dedicated husband, Kenny as well as 4 remaining children, Ken and his wife, Lori of Tucson, AZ, Cindy 
and her husband, Gail of Lawrenceville, IL, John (JB) and his wife, Sarah of Newburgh, IN, Julie and 
her husband, Steve of Omaha, NE. She will be missed by her grandchildren, Courtney Brooke, Mary 
Kathryn, Albert, Katie Pearl, Dominick, Patrick, Charlie and Ruby Kay. In addition, her 5 great 
grandchildren, Hannah, Max, Vinci, Sam and Lucy say goodbye to their Mi-Mi.  Shirley Kay is gone 
from us but her famous stories and jokes will continue to be told for generations. She made everyone 
laugh and left lasting impressions on those she touched. She will forever be a part of our smiles as we 
imagine she must be dancing once again in her high heeled shoes with Dotty. A visitation will be held 4-
6 p.m., Tuesday, October 14, 2014 at Cox Gifford Seawinds Funeral Home, Vero Beach. Mass of 
Christian Burial will be held 10 a.m., Wednesday, October 15, 2014 at Holy Cross Catholic Church, 
Vero Beach.  A funeral mass will be conducted at 10 AM Saturday morning at St. Lawrence Catholic 
Church in Lawrenceville, IL. Interment will follow October 18, 2014 at Lawrenceville City Cemetery. 
There is no visitation. Emmons-Macey & Steffey Funeral Home in Lawrenceville is handling the local 
arrangements. 

Left: This is the tombstone for Dotty Kay 
Kavanaugh, daughter of Kenny & Kay Kavanaugh of 
Lawrenceville, IL.  Dotty was born on Jan. 24, 1964 
and was killed on June 26, 1972.  Dotty was 
murdered as she was on her way to the Library there 
in Lawrenceville and it happened on Monday night 
but her body was not found until six days later in a 
coal mine in near Princeton Indiana.  Dotty was the 
Granddaughter of Albert & Kathryn Kavanaugh. 
 


